Dear Parent/Carer,
Our school has been given the opportunity to be involved in a new programme ‘Face Up’ that will run in partnership with Ariel Trust.  Ariel Trust is an educational charity that was set up in 1982 to improve the life chances of young people and give them greater understanding of and access to media from which they felt alienated. 
With the growth of the internet and non-stop developments in instant communication and social media, the challenges faced by young people have never been greater.  Ariel Trust remains committed to helping young people to respond positively to those challenges.
‘Face Up’, has been designed to provide young people with the skills to better understand how to protect themselves from any violent/unhealthy relationships they may encounter, now or later in their lives. It focuses on emotional and psychological abuse, in particular, coercive and controlling behaviour in teenage romantic relationships. 

The programme was launched in Liverpool in 2011 and is used by over 50 schools in Greater Merseyside.  Over 7,500 young people participated in the programme in 2014/15 which now extends beyond Merseyside.
We have a responsibility to protect children from dating violence in the same way we protect them from drugs or gang violence.  Many of the things we already do in school help pupils become positive, happy members of society.  Our involvement with Ariel Trust through the Face Up project will contribute to further improving young peoples’ physical and emotional well-being, a national priority and one of the latest Ofsted expectations. 

We are keen to offer the best support possible for our pupils and believe that Face Up is going to be beneficial and supportive for all those involved.
Yours sincerely,
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