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	LESSON: Coverage in national and local newspapers


	LESSON OBJECTIVES:
To recognise how the use of language can portray something in different ways. (A positive, negative or a neutral image).


	STARTER:
Before playing the audio clip ask students to think about the ways different phrases can be used to describe the same thing to give the reader different impressions.   Then play the audio; this introduces the next exercise by discussing the different ways the killing of Rhys Jones was portrayed in the local and national press.


	INTRODUCTION:
Ask pupils to look at the two newspaper front pages and come up with as many ways the articles differ in their treatment of the story (such as the headlines, images, language, tone and the quotes used) 


	DEVELOPMENT:
Ask the students to compare the extracts from the newspaper coverage of the shooting of Rhys Jones.

How do the words used in the national newspaper differ from those in the local paper? What impressions might people get from reading the different newspapers? 


	PLENARY:
Ask students to read the “National Times” article and get them to think about how a local paper might cover the same story.
Using the blank “Local News” sheet, ask students to write the story in a more balanced way, thinking about what headline, caption and photo they might use to accompany the story.

You can either print out the blank copy for students to hand-write their story or, using the word document, open the file on computers and fill in the story electronically. 




