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	LESSON: Maurice Bessman – Getting the language right


	LESSON OBJECTIVES:
To appreciate the way different groups of people use language and how this can affect the way other people communicate with them.  


	STARTER:
Listen to the writer Maurice Bessman talking about the way he gets his characters to speak in a realistic way.

Use the questions to discuss his method.


	INTRODUCTION:
Before watching the clip from Maurice Bessman’s play, ‘Terriers’, ask the students to listen out for modern or current language used by the characters.

Ask the students to think about why the characters talk the way they do. 

Get them to discuss whether the resulting dialogue is convincing.   


	DEVELOPMENT:
Get the students to produce an original piece of writing using the following scenario.
Someone you know asks you to look after a gun for them. They try to bully you into it.

Using street language, write a scene in which you respond.


	PLENARY:
Get the students to read out and discuss their written pieces.



