Street Heat – Interim Report

“I've never seen a group achieve so many A and A stars”. 

Jaclyn Molyneux - English Teacher, St John Bosco

Ariel Trust has delivered a pilot project in St John Bosco School.  This pilot developed additional resources for the Street Heat pack and mapped them against the GCSE English Curriculum.  The new exercises produced pieces of graded coursework.  These exercises have been used with a class at the school and the teacher has provided us with comparative coursework grades.  The information provides a comparison between the grades achieve for five pieces of coursework this year with comparable exercises completed by last year’s cohort.   The exercises cover the three elements of the English curriculum; Speaking & Listening, Original Writing and Media.

Speaking & Listening
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The results for Speaking & Listening show the most marked improvements.  In 2007/08 only 6 pupils achieved an A grade; in 2008/09 this rose to 13 with an additional 4 achieving an A*.  In fact in 2008/09 all pupils achieved at least a B grade.

Original writing
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The pupils completed two original writing exercises as part of the pilot.  Again the results showed pupils achieving A*s in 2008/09 and all pupils achieved the minimum pass grade of C.
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Media
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There were again two media exercises.  Both showed improved results in the second year.  The results were particularly striking for the first exercise with the number of A rising from 7 to 16, with a further 5 pupils achieving an A*.  As with the previous exercises all pupils achieved the minimum pass grade of C on both exercises.

We have also collected feedback from the young people who took part in the project.  This shows that they have both enjoyed the programme and that they feel it has raised their awareness of the consequences of fire-related harm.
Some quotes from the young people illustrate this:-

“It has made me think more about how dangerous fire is”

“I am more aware of the consequences”

“I understand what dangers fire and anti-social behaviour can result in”

“I now know that my work can be improved with a little bit of inspiration”

“I have really enjoyed this project. It has made English coursework interesting and enjoyable!”

“I have extremely enjoyed ‘Street Heat’ and would recommend it to other schools”

“I am more aware of the consequences of what could happen”

“It made our English class more interesting”

Overall the results from the pilot have been very encouraging with a general improvement in grades across all elements of the English Curriculum.  The strongest results are seen in Speaking & Listening.  This is an area that English teachers often find most difficult to deliver and where pupils’ grades are falling down.  These pilot results are attracting interest from Mary Kelso the English Advisory Teacher, KS3 at Liverpool Children’s Service and we are currently working with her to engage a number of Liverpool schools in a wider roll out.
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